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Borough  of  Godmanchester. 


o 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

\ 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


UPON  THE 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  DURING  YEAR  1948. 


FRIEND  ft  NORTHFIELD,  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  WALK,  HUNTINGDON. 


TO  THE 

GODMANCHESTER  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I submit  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948,  and  express  appreciation 
of  the  co-operation  and  consideration  given  by  council  mem- 
bers and  staff. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  T.  SHENNAN. 

Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

E.  T.  Shennan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

F.  G.  Lane,  A.M.I.S.E. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  4,956  acres. 


Estimated  Population  (Mid  1947) 

2,286 

(Mid  1948) 

2,354 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  (end 

1948) 

per  Rate  Book 

729 

Rateable  Value 

£10,121 

Value  of  Penny  Rate  ... 

£40 

During  the  year  there  was  no  alteration  in 
district. 

Vital  Statistics. 

the  industry 

of  the 

Live  Births. 

Total  M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ... 

29  14 

15 

Illegitimate  ... 

3 1 

2 

Total 

32  15 

17 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  ...  ...  13.6 

(ditto  for  England  & Wales)  ...  17.9 


2 


Still  Births 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Illegitimate  ... 


Total  1 0 1 


Rate  per  1,000  estim.  population  .43 

(ditto  for  England  & Wales)  ...  .42 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  33 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  ...  ...  14.0 

(ditto  for  England  & Wales)  ...  10.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

No.  29  Puerperal  and  post  abort,  sepsis  i 
No.  30  Other  maternal  causes  ...  ; 


20  1 3 


Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year— 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Illegitimate  ... 


lotal  1 1 0 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  : — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  31  0 
(ditto  for  England  & Wales)  ...  34.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

'legitimate  live  births  ...  35.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  Der  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ag<s) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ... 

Causes  of  Death. 


(Registrar  General’s  Short  List). 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Male 

Female 

0) 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Resp.  system 

1 

— 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

1 

2 

18 

Intercranial  vascular  lesions 

2 

3 

19 

Heart  Disease 

9 

6 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Total 

1 

3 

5 

15 


3 


21  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  2 1 3 

22  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

32  Con'  Mai:  birth  in  j : infant  disease  1 — 1 

35  Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  1 1 2 

36  All  other  causes  ...  ...  2 2 

20  13  33 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  health  services  existing  prior  to  the  coming  into  force 
of  the  Nation  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  on  5th  July,  1948,  are 
in  the  main  unchanged  apart  from  alterations  in  the  authorities 
administering  them. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  are  available  to  this 
authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  : — 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 

Cambridge.  Tel.  Cambridge  55526.’ 
Public  Analyst  (S.  Greenburgh,  P.H.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.) 
Tennison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.  Camb.  2097. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(i)  On  5th  July,  1948,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  a County 
Ambulance  Service  was  set  up.  This  service  is  operated 
in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service  and  centred 
on  Huntingdon.  Ambulances  are  available  on  doctors 
orders.  Tel.  Huntingdon  67. 

(ii)  An  Ambulance  stationed  at  Huntingdon  Isola- 
lation  Hospital  is  available  for  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
Tel.  Huntingdon  59. 

(c)  Home  Nursing. 

The  administration  of  the  Home  Nursing  Services  of  the 
Borough  following  5th  July,  1948,  ceases  to  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  and  District  Nursing  Associations  and  now  comes 
under  the  Huntingdon  County  Council  Health  Department. 

A nurse-midwife  residing  in  Godmanchester  (Tel.  Hunt- 
ingdon 609.)  carries  out  Home  Nursing  and  attends  maternity 
cases  in  the  Borough. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  See  Page  4 & 5. 


(i)  The  following  health  services  are  provided  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council. 
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OR  THOPAEDIC  Pre-School  and  2nd  & 4th  Tuesdays  in 

Schoolchildren  in  month 

(By  appointment) 

1 0 a.m.  to  12  noon. 
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Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric  Skin.  Obstet- 
rical, Gy  laocological  and  Dental  Out-Patient  Clinics  are  held  at 
Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cam- 
bridge, to  which  General  Practitioners  can  refer  their  patients 
for  specialist  investigation. 

(e)  Hospital  Services. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  all  hospitals 
in  the  area  come  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Fever:  Huntingdon  Isolation  Hospital  provides  facilities 
for  the  investigation  and  treatment  of  infectious  diseases. 

General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  can  be  admitted  to  Paxton  Park  Mat- 
ernity Home,  St.  Neots.  Admissions  are  arranged  through  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  piped  water  supply  purchased  in  bulk  from  Hunting- 
don Borough  Council  remains  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Average  consumption  in  the  Borough  has  increased  to 
50,000  gallons  per  day,  i.e.  25  gallons  per  head. 

The  bacteriological  quality  of  this  water  is  supervised  by 
the  producer  authority. 

There  are  still  many  wells  in  use  of  doubtful  quality. 

Estimated  No.  of  Dwellings  supplied  : — 

Direct  from  Main  Supply  ...  419 

By  stand  pipes  ...  ...  110 

By  public  or  private  wells  ...  200 

Estimated  Population  supplied  : — 

Direct  from  Main  Supply  ...  1257 

By  stand  pipes  ...  ...  405 

By  public  or  private  wells  ...  700 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Sanitary  conditions  remain  the  same — totally  inadequate. 
Little  change  in  the  system  of  drains  and  ditch  treatment  since 
1887. 

A Public  Inquiry  into  the  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme  with 
Huntingdon  Borough  is  awaited. 

There  are  278  W.Cs.  and  451  pail  closets  in  use  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Bi-weekly  collection  of  night  soil  takes  place, 
although  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  labour  for 
this  job. 

Public  Cleansing. 

This  is  carried  out  by  a Scammel  refuse  collector  once 
weekly  and  disposed  of  on  a dump  in  the  Borough. 

Rivers  and  Strfams. 

Bathing  Station.  For  some  years  the  Borough  has 
provided  a bathing  station  in  the  river.  It  was  decided  by  the 
Council  on  consideration  of  the  following  report  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  not  to  open  the  Bathing  Station  this  year. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Report  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  concerning  the 
BATHING  STATION,  GODMANCHESTER 

April  1948. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  the  latest  report  of  the  Public  Analyst  on  a specimen 
of  the  river  water  taken  from  the  river  at  the  Bathing  Station,  Godman- 
chester,  on  6th  April,  1948 

Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 
Tenison  Road,  Cambridge. 

Certificate  of  Analysis. 

Sample  of  Bathing  Water  labelled  "River  Water,  Bathing  Place” 
received  on  the  6th  April  1948  from  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Town  Hall, 
Godmanchester. 


Physical  Characters... Fairly  heavy  deposit,  somewhat  turbid,  brown 

tint,  earthy  odour  on  warming. 

Reaction pH  8.3. 
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The  sample  contained  parts  per  100,000. 


Chlorine 4-5 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) 0.0018 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 0.0816 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hrs  at  370C 0.4521 

Nitrites  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) 0.40 

Nitntes trace 

Poisonous  Metals absent 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Coliform  organisms  present  in  5 out  of  5 x 10  mis. 

„ ,,  present  in  5 out  of  5 x 1 ml. 

,.  ,,  present  in  2 out  of  5 x 0.1  ml. 

Probable  number  of  B.  Coli  in  100  mis  - 600. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  370C  ■ I7° 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  210C  - 940 

-j-  mould. 

MICROSCOPICAL  Examination  of  Deposit. 

Mineral  matter,  organic  debris,  diatoms  algae  and  protozoa. 

Inference 

The  result  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate  a water 
contaminated  fairly  heavily  with  organic  matter  and  with  coliform  organisms 
and  microorganisms  capable  of  development  at  blood  heat  and  at  the  temper- 
ature of  the  “cool  incubator”. 

I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  unsafe  for  bathing  purposes, 
particularly  during  warm  weather. 

Filtration  of  this  water  and  chlorination  in  a suitable  tank  or  bathing 
pool  is  to  be  recommended. 

(Signed)  S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 

12th  April,  1948. 

This  report  is  similar  in  the  essential  details  to  reports  received  in 
previous  years.  It  must  be  considered  that  the  water  is  unsafe  for  bathing 
purposes. 

Bathing  in  water  of  this  nature  can  give  rise,  especially  in  young  chil- 
dren, to  sore  throats,  persistent  running  ears,  nasal  sinus  troubles  and 
stomach  troubles,  among  other  conditions.  The  risk  of  infection  of  serious 
nature  is  slight  but  neverthless  real 

The  presence  of  an  organised  bathing  station  with  charge  for  Admis- 
sion and  the  use  of  bathing  facilities  provided,  gives  the  public  and,  in 
particular,  the  parents  of  young  children,  the  false  impression  that  the 
water  is  safe  and  that  the  station  has  been  approved  by  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authority. 

As  there' are  no  means  of  clarifying  and  sterilising  the  river  water 
at  the  Bathing  Station  under  the  present  arrangements,  I feel  it  is  my 
duty  to  bring  this  report  to  your  notice. 

Whatever  line  you  take  on  this  report,  I feel  that  the  greatest  pub- 
licity must  be  given  to  the  fact  that  it  is  unsafe  to  bathe  in  the  river  so 
that  the  parents  of  young  children  especially  should  know  that  there  is  a 
definite  risk  and  should  thereby  take  or  avoid  that  risk  at  their  own  res- 
ponsibility. 
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The  legal  aspect  involving  the  liability  or  otherwise  of  the  Council  I 
will  leave  to  the  Town  Clerk. 

As  you  are  aware,  I am  in  favour  of  the  closure  of  the  Bathing 
Station  but  I realise  that  there  are  many  good  arguments  against  this.  I 
am  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  energetic  steps  should  be  taken  to  provide 
alternative  bathing  facilities  in  the  form  of  a suitable  bathing  tank  or 
swimming  pool  with  adequate  plant  for  filtration  and  chlorination  of  the 
water. 

E.  T.  SHENNAN. 


Camping  Sites. 

There  is  one  licenced  camping  site  in  the  Borough.  Esti- 
mated number  of  campers  at  any  one  time  during  the  year  is  4. 

HOUSING. 

1 Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts...  ...  ...  ...  112 

( b ) Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  112 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  — 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  12 

2 Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  — 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  2 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(6)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  •••  ••• 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rem- 

edied after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1 936  ... 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders... 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  seperate  tenementsor  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made 

(2)  Number  of  seperate  tenementsor  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  hav- 
ing been  rendered  fit 

4 Housing  Act,  1936.—  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  ( i ) Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

(u)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(m)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur- 

ing the  year  ... 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  dur- 

ing the  year  ... 

(it)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
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There  is  an  acute  housing  shortage  in  the  Borough  as 
elsewhere  providing  a difficult  and  urgent  problem.  14  new 
Council  Houses  and  4 private  houses  were  completed  and  occu- 
pied during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1948. 

I would  like  to  state  that  14  new  Council  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied,  and  four  new  private  enterprise  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

Two  old  type  houses  changed  over  from  bucket  closets  to 
water  closets.  No  private  wells  were  condemned. 

One  major  sewer  trouble  was  encountered  and  overcome. 

Every  complaint  received  has  been  investigated,  and  there 
has  been  no  serious  deterioration  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  Borough. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  G.  LANE,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Inspections. 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  52 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  8 

After  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  5 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Camp  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Following  complaints  of  Nuisances  ...  28 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  and  Wholesale  Purveyors  7 
No.  of  Registered  Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  6 
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No.  of  Inspections,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  52 

In  milking  time  ...  26 

No.  of  Inspections,  Retailers  premises  ...  ...  52 

No.  of  T.T.  licences  in  force  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  Accredited  Licences  in  force  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  Unclassified  licence  in  force  ...  ..  ...  9 

Meat. 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Inspections  re  condition  ***  ...  ...  8 

Other  Foodstuffs. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year 
— Tinned  Vegetables  7 tins,  Sweets  27  lbs.,  Butter  43  tins,  Tea 
14  lbs.,  Cheese  17  lbs.,  and  Bacon  17  lbs. 


Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938. 

This  authority’s  duties  under  this  Act  (Sections  9-18,  21 
(2),  31,  37-39)  were  transferred  to  the  Huntingdon  County  Coun- 
cil on  17th  January,  1940. 

The  following  is  a report  by  the  Chief  Inspector  under 
this  Act  on  samples  taken  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1948.  . 


District 

MILK 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Borough  of 
Godmanchester 

6 

2 

2 

— 

Samples  of  Milk  were  also  taken  from  retailers  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Godmanchester  who  also  operate  in  that 
Borough. 

A.  E.  JAMES,  Chief  Inspector. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  during 
the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Incidence  of  Infectious 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

43 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Measles 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

Puerpural  pyrexia 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever 

Nil 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

Erysipelas 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

Nil 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  remains  low.  A small 
epidemic  of  whooping  cough  occurred  during  the  year. 

It  is  felt  that  parents  do  not  take  sufficient  precautions  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  more  common  of  the  infectious  diseases. 
It  appears  to  be  considered  that  children  must  “inevitably" 
contract  these  diseases  at  some  time  in  their  life  and  that  they 
will  ‘‘get  over  them"  with  no  lasting  harm.  This  argument  is  a 
false  and  lazy  one.  No  disease  can  leave  the  bod}7  exactly  as  it 
finds  it,  though  the  damage  done  may  be  very  small. 

Barents  should  see  to  it  that  their  offspring  suffering  from 
infectious  disease  are  kept  apart  from  their  healthy  playmates. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  1946,  which  came  into 
force  on  5th  July  1948,  transferred  the  responsibility  for  Diphth- 
eria Immunisation  from  the  District  Authoritiestothe  Huntingdon 
County  Couucil. 

From  records  available  71%  of  the  estimated  child  popu- 
lation (0  - 14  years)  of  the  Borough  have  received  a primary 
course  of  immunisation  but  only  57%  of  Babies  (0  - 4 years)  are 
so  protected. 

Diphtheria  is  essentially  a school-spread  disease— infected 
pupils  passing  the  complaint  to  their  fellows  and  to  other 
members  of  their  families  of  whom  the  Babies  are  in  greatest 
danger.  Few  deaths  occur  among  the  adequately  protected. 

Mothers  must  protect  their  babies  against  diph- 
theria. If  | of  these  small  children  were  protected  against 
this  deadly  disease  it  would  be  completely  stamped  out  of  this 
countrv . 

Facilities  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  are  available  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres,  through  the  School  Health  Service  and 
from  General  Practitioners. 
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Tuberculosis 


Total  No.  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1948  ...  11 

Pulmonary  ...  9 Non-Pulmonary  ...  2 


> 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratorv 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

1 

... 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  con- 
nection with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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